Winning over workers is crucial to
fighting climate change

Green Left

A few years ago, climate change and the concept of just transition were
seen as secondary issues by many on the left, except for a few groups
like Green Left. We and others tried to raise awareness among the left
that climate change was a material condition that needed action to
fight for ecosocialism.

The left and workers’ movement are playing catch-up.

Many repeated climate events worldwide mean that those on the left
are becoming more aware. People around the globe, including the
Youth Climate Strikers, Extinction Rebellion and others have raised
awareness through direct action initiatives.

Many in the wider workers’movement know that climate change is a
reality and that traditional carbon-based jobs in coal, gas, etc. may need
a carefully planned move to green jobs.

Socialism or barbarism

The famous socialist Rosa Luxemburg is credited with inventing the
term ‘socialism or barbarism’to highlight the urgency of workers’
struggle to win social justice in the face of war and capitalist
exploitation internationally.

Climate change is now a material condition on our planet. The mass of
the working class (or the 99%) must fight for ecosocialism if we are to
escape the barbarism of poverty, precarious employment and even loss
of access to basic necessities such as clean water and food.
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With COP26, workers need to engage with the debate.

Green Left and ecosocialists welcome the development of movements
in the UK within the trade unions. These include the Campaign Against
Climate Change Trade Union Group (cacctu.org.uk), Greener Jobs
Alliance (greenerjobsalliance.co.uk), and the TUC report
(www.tuc.org.uk/green) that talks about the Green Industrial Revolution
and just transition for workers. Globally, workers’movements have had
the same conversations.

Everyone on our planet should have rights to jobs that they can build
their lives around and be free of exploitation or doing jobs that lead to
the destruction that is climate change. A burning planet impacts on our
class more than on the 1%. We cannot trust the bosses to look after us.
This is why we need to ensure that workers moving from high-carbon
industries to green industries are given security in new greener jobs
with decent pay and training in these new jobs. Many workers can
transfer and build on the skills they already have.

Green technology and advances for humankind and the planet can take
place in a sustainable and life-enhancing way - but we are being held
back.

A new epoch requires ecosocialist revolutionary thinking.

Never has there been such an urgent need for socialist and
environmental activists to plan for real control to be taken by our class
from capitalists. A mass movement needs to be built based on an
ecosocialist vision. Otherwise, barbarism and planet destruction will
take place.

Green Left is pleased to take part in the Ecosocialist Alliance and similar
initiatives to assist building a strong ecosocialist movement for change.

ukgreenleft@gmail.com
greenleftblog.blogspot.com

CARBON MACHINE

[ @UKGreenLeft
] GreenLeft

anticapitalistresistance.org
[ @AC_Resist

@anticapitalistresistance
€] anticapitalistresistanceFB

RESISTANCE Q!
Green left g,“‘\
>

{

s

@«
€T
K

ECOSOCIALIST ressmnc

Green left

%

-
>



ECOSOCIALISM

COP 26 unfolds against a backdrop of
growing climate chaos and ecological
degradation, after an unprecedented
summer of heatwaves, wildfires, and
flooding events. Climate change is upon us,
and we face multiple interlinked and
inseparable crises- of climate, environment,
extinction, economy and zoonotic diseases.

As ecosocialists we say another world is
possible, but a massive social and political
transformation is needed, requiring the
mobilisation of the mass of working people
across the globe. Only the end of
capitalism’s relentless pursuit of private
profit,endless waste,and rapacious drive
for growth, can provide the solution not
only to climate change, environmental
degradation,and mass extinction, but to
global poverty, hunger,and hyper-
exploitation.

The big issues of climate change will be
debated in Glasgow, but whatever is agreed,
capitalism can at best mitigate climate
change, not stop it. Genuine climate
solutions cannot be based on the very
market system that created the problem.
Only the organised working class,and the
rural oppressed of the global south -
women and men - have the power to end
capitalism, because their labour produces
all wealth and they have no great fortune to
lose if the system changes, no vested
interests in inequality, exploitation,and
private profit.

Action now to halt climate change!
We demand:

« Allfossil fuels must stay in the ground - no new gas,
coal, or oill

« Arapid move to renewable energy for transport,
infrastructure, industry, agriculture, and homes

« A massive global programme of public works
investing in green jobs, and replacing employment in
unsustainable industries.

« Aglobally funded just transition for the global south
to develop the necessary sustainable technologies and
infrastructure.

« A major cutin greenhouse gas emissions of at least
70% by 2030, from a 1990 baseline. This must be
comprehensive - including all military, aviation, and
shipping emissions — and include mechanisms for
transparent accounting, measurement, and popular
oversight.

+ The end of emissions trading schemes.

Sustainability and global justice

The long-term global crisis and the immediate effects of catastrophic events impact
more severely on women, children, elders, LGBTQ+ and disabled people. An
ecosocialist strategy puts social justice and liberation struggles of the oppressed
at its core.

Migration is, and will increasingly be, driven by climate change and conflicts and
resource wars resulting from it. Accommodating and supporting free movement of
people must be a core policy and necessary part of planning for the future. We call
for:

« Immediate cancellation of the international debt of the global south.

« Avrapid shift from massive ‘factory’farms and large-scale monoculture
agribusiness towards eco-friendly farming methods and investment in green
agricultural technology to reduce synthetic fertiliser and pesticide use in
agriculture and replace these with organic methods and support for small farmers.

« A major reduction in meat and dairy production and consumption through
education and provision and promotion of high-quality, affordable plant-based
alternatives.

- The promotion of agricultural systems based on the right to food and food
sovereignty, human rights, and with local control over natural resources, seeds,
land, water, forests, knowledge, and technology to end food and nutrition
insecurity in the global south.

* The end of deforestation in the tropical and boreal forests by
reduction of demand for imported food, timber, and biofuels.

« A massive increase in protected areas for biodiversity conservation.

« Ending fuel poverty through retrofitting energy existing homes and
buildings with energy efficient sustainable technologies.

We demand a just transition

« Re-skilling of workers in environmentally damaging industries with well paid
alternative jobs in the new economy.

« Full and democratic involvement of workers to harness the energy and
creativity of the working people to design and implement new sustainable
technologies and decommission old unsustainable ones.

«  Resources for popular education and involvement in implementing and
enhancing a just transition, with environmental education embedded at all
levels within the curriculum.

« Urgent development of sustainable, affordable, and high-quality public
transport with a comprehensive integrated plan which meets peoples needs and
reduces the requirement for private car use.

« A planned ecosocialist economy which eliminates waste, duplication and
environmentally harmful practices, reduction in the working week and a
corresponding increase in leisure time.

«  Work practices reorganised with the emphasis on fair flexibility and working
closer to home, utilising a free and fast broadband infrastructure.

As ecosocialists we put forward a vision of a just and sustainable world
and fight with every ounce of our energy for every change, however small,
which makes such a world possible. We will organise and assist wherever
possible worker’s and community organisations internationally, raising
demands on governments and challenging corporations.

Ecosocialist Alliance, September 2021
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Extinction Rebellion gets political!
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