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War is the continuation of politics by other, violent, means. War is a sustained conflict on an extended scale. 

War is the product of class society. War, and the potential for war, will only end with the ending of class 

society itself. 

Capitalism goes hand in hand with uneven development. Hence the constant pressure for a redivision of 

spoils. Rising ‘have not’ powers challenge the existing imperialist hierarchy and seek to offset their own 

problems at the expense of foreign rivals. When diplomacy and trade wars fail, military force decides. Trade 

blocs become military blocs. So imperialism means preparation for war. Peace is only a period of ceasefire. 

It is only the freezing of the division of spoils arrived at through war. 

After 1945 imperialism normalised high levels of production of the means of destruction. Popular support for 

military Keynesianism was garnered through anti-communism and competition with the Soviet Union. The 

cold war became a system of social control east and west. 

Capitalism now possesses weapons capable of destroying human life across the whole planet. The struggle 

to end the danger of war by the working class is therefore a struggle for the survival of the human species. 

British imperialism has an unparalleled history of war and aggression in virtually every corner of the world. 

Though no longer the power it once was, large, well equipped armed forces are maintained in order to serve 

the interests of British capitalism abroad and at home. 

British capitalism is one of the world’s main weapons manufacturers and exporters. It has a vested interest in 

promoting militarism. Socialists stress, however, that the struggle against the military-industrial complex 

cannot be separated from the struggle against the profit system as a whole. 

Left Unity oppose all imperialist wars, military alliances and occupations. We also reject nuclear, biological 

and other such weapons of mass destruction as inherently inhuman. 

Peace cannot come courtesy of bodies such as the United Nations – an assembly of exploiters and 

murderers. It is the duty of socialists to connect the popular desire for peace with the aim of revolution. Only 

by disarming the bourgeoisie and through the victory of international socialism can the danger of war be 

eliminated. 

With global socialism the word ‘war’ will become redundant. So will the word ‘peace’. The absence of war will 

gradually render obsolete its opposite, as humanity leaves behind its pre-history. 

Socialists are not pacifists. Everywhere we support just wars, above all revolutionary civil wars for socialism. 

Left Unity will therefore strive to expose the war preparations of the capitalist class, the lies of social 

imperialists and illusions fostered by social pacifism. 

 


