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Nature is accorded no value by capital, which has but one interest – self-expansion. 
Capital has no intrinsic concern either for the worker or nature. Nature and the 
human being are nothing for capital except objects of exploitation. 

Over the last 100 years, and increasingly so, the exploitation of nature has resulted in 
unprecedented destruction. Countless species of plants and animals have been 
driven to extinction. Many more are endangered. Deforestation, erosion of top soil, 
spread of deserts, overfishing of seas and oceans and anthropogenic air and water 
pollution have grown apace. In third-world cities that means deadly smogs, chronic 
bronchitis, emphysema and asthma. Huge numbers have no proper sanitation 
facilities and no ready access to clean drinking water. 

Instead of cherishing the resources of nature there is plunder, waste, depletion and 
irresponsibility. Oil is criminally squandered through the car economy, huge areas of 
land are given over for growing biofuels, air travel booms, while public transport is 
typically neglected, and nuclear power is presented as the solution to global 
warming and the danger of runaway climate change. 

Left Unity rejects the claim that workers create all wealth under capitalism. There is 
also the wealth that comes from the labour of peasants, the petty bourgeoisie and 
middle class strata. Above that there is nature too. 

Working class power presents the only viable alternative to the destructive 
reproduction of capital. To begin with as a countervailing force within capitalism that 
pulls against the logic of capital. The political economy of the working class brings 
with it not only higher wages and shorter hours. It brings health services, social 
security systems, pensions, universal primary and secondary education … and 
measures that protect the environment. 

As well as being of capitalism, the working class is uniquely opposed to capitalism. 
The political economy of the working class more than challenges capital. It points 
beyond: to the total reorganisation of society and with that the ending of humanity’s 
strained, brutalised and crisis-ridden relationship with nature. 

Our aim is not only to put a stop to the destruction of nature and preserve what 

remains. For the sake of future generations we must restore and where possible 

enhance the riches of nature. 

Against the destructive, wasteful and polluting logic of capital, Left Unity presents 

these immediate demands: 

Free local and city-wide public transport. Nationalise the land. Tax polluters. 



Minimise carbon, methane and other such global warming gas outputs. 

For sustainable development. For the re-establishment of an intimate connection 

between town and country, agriculture and industry, and a reversal of the trend to 

concentrate the population in London and south-east England. Work and domestic 

life should be brought closer together. 

Concrete jungles, urban sprawl, huge farms and uninterrupted industrialised 

agriculture are profoundly alienating and inhuman. Towns and cities should be full 

of trees, roof gardens, planted walls, allotments, wild parks and little farms. 

Inshore seas must include wide non-fishing areas. The aim should be to fully 

restore marine life and thus create a sustainable fishing industry. 

Where feasible there should be the re-establishment of forests, natural floodplains, 

marshes, fens and heath land. Extensive wilderness areas should be created in the 

countryside, along with the reintroduction of the full array of native plants and 

animal species. 

 


