Tower Hamlets/Hackney: Statement of Aims
The Ken Loach appeal launched in association with his film The Spirit of 45 and calling for a new left party has resulted in over 8000 responses nationally.  The film informs us that in 1945 the Labour Party pledged to put an end to the social evils of disease, idleness (mass unemployment), ignorance, squalor (slum housing) and want (poverty) and, despite the legacy of wartime debts, achieved significant reforms. Britain today, along with the rest of Europe and North America, is far wealthier in human and technological resources than it was in 1945. Yet as a result of over 30 years of so-called free-market policies, culminating in a chronic economic and financial crisis since 2007, all those evils have returned. 

 Our most urgent task is to defend and reclaim the gains won by the labour movement during more than a century of struggles. We believe that there is no prospect of the Labour Party today doing that effectively. Elsewhere in Europe  left parties such as Syriza in Greece are winning mass support for resistance to austerity. In Britain we also need to create a new Left Party founded on the following political principles and policy commitments:

1. On the Immediate Economic Crisis. 

· We are against austerity programmes  which make the mass of working people, the old, the young and the sick,  pay for a systemic crisis of capitalism.

· We are for policies to restore full employment through measures  such as  reduced working hours for all;  spending on public housing,  infrastructure and services; and the public ownership of, and democratic collective control over, basic utilities, transport systems and the financial sector.

2. On Public Services

· We are against the creeping privatisation of the NHS and Education, the sell-off of the Royal Mail and the marketization of the public sector as a whole.

· We are for free provision of education (from nurseries to adult and higher education), the arts and all forms of healthcare. 

3.    On The Environment

· We are against an economic system which prioritises short-term profit over the future of the planet, and which is responsible for  accelerated climate change and ecological crisis.

· We are for  sustainable development, an end to energy and transport policies which contribute to global warming and for an agricultural system which is committed to animal welfare and environmental protection.

4.     On Employment

· We are against the casualization of employment conditions and laws which restrict the right of workers to organise effectively and take industrial action.

· We are for the ‘living wage’ as a minimum for all,  an extension of employment rights for all workers and support for workers’ cooperatives.

5. On Tax and Welfare

· We are against cuts in benefits and measures such as the bedroom tax, changes to disability allowance and cuts in legal aid, hurting the poorest.

· We are for a tax and welfare system based on the principles of social justice, universal benefits and steeply progressive and effective taxation.

6. On Equalities. 

· We are against all forms of discrimination and oppression whether on the basis of gender, race, religion, sexuality, (dis)ability or national identity.

·  We are for an inclusive society with equal citizenship rights for all, including asylum-seekers and refugees, and support for all those in need.

7. On Internationalism.

· We are against fascism, war,  imperialism  and an international economic system dominated by the wealthy and militarily powerful nations.

· We are for the right of national self-determination for oppressed nationalities such as the Kurds and Palestinians and solidarity with all those resisting austerity and oppression. We are for ‘fair trade’ and recognise the necessity for global solutions to global problems such as climate change.

8.  On Anti-Capitalism.

· We are against a system whose benefits go disproportionately to 1% of the population and which is responsible for devastating economic and ecological crises across the planet.

·  We are  ultimately for a radical social transformation based on the principle of ‘people not profit’ and  drawing on the  best  of the cooperative, radical democratic, feminist, green, and socialist traditions (although we may disagree on how such a transformation  can eventually be achieved).

9. On a New Party.

· We are against the bureaucratic centralism, corruption and sexism to be found in existing political parties of the right and left. 

· We are for a mass, democratic  and inclusive party which unites  campaigners and trade union activists,  supports collective direct action and  self-organisation,  and has close links with similar parties or movements resisting austerity and ‘freemarket’ policies across Europe and elsewhere.

